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Another engaging book from International Reading Association and Children's Book Council

"Children's Choices" award-winning author, Ken DerbyDuring Egypt's Eighteenth Dynasty, the

Valley of the Kings was used as a royal graveyard. Over the next 3000 years, all but three tombs

were discovered in that hot, barren valley. By the early 1900s, most archaeologists believed the

three missing royal burial sites were located somewhere else. One of those tombs belonged to

Tutankhamun, Egypt's boy king.However, Howard Carter, an archeologist, and George Herbert, a

classic English aristocrat, believed differently. The two met for the first time in 1909 and discovered

that they had something in common: a strong desire to find the location of Tutankhamun's tomb.

They formed an alliance and set their sights on this seemingly unattainable goal.With imagined

dialogue, Ken Derby reveals the true-life adventure story of Howard Carter, his discovery of King

Tutankhamun's tomb, his attempts to unravel the mysteries surrounding this ancient Egyptian child

king, and the puzzling "curses" that seemed to follow many involved with the tomb's discovery.
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"The Mystery of King Tutankhamun," like Mr. Derby's first book ("The Ghost Memoirs of Robert

Falcon Scott") paints the pictures for a young reader's imagination and takes them to another world.

I remember books when I was a young reader that took me far from the small town in which I lived,

to other worlds in which I could travel and escape into my imagination. This book about the young

king Tutankhamun, does just that, takes the reader to another unfamiliar world, so that the reader

might lose himself in the mystery of this ancient Egyptian world, brought back alive to the modern

world in these pages, and perhaps to ready the young reader for the promise of mysteries yet to

come.

This is a pacy read. Ken Derby has successfully combined what is sometimes dry, historical fact

with intriguing mystery and the excitement of discovery . The chapters are just the right length to

keep younger readers and listeners motivated and hooked as the expedition takes its course, and

the ending becomes a starting point for discussion and debate about the curse of the tomb. The

clever use of imagined dialogue adds the element of emotion. All in all a successful combination

and a good read.
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